
Minutes of the School Council Meeting 

Melcombe Primary School 

17th October 2019 

Attendees: 

Head Boy Zayd 
Head Girl Rhian 
Head of Mediators Lamar 
Head of Mediators Day-Paul 
Year 1D Arya 
Year 1S Kyriakos 
Year 2D Hnan 
Year 2S Sienna 
Year 3F Anastasios 
Year 3M Isis 
Year 4A Charlie 
Year 4F Selma 
Year 5S Nabil 
Year 5T Saray 
Year 6B Zainab 
Year 6P Tasmin 
Deputy Head Teacher Carol Campbell 
Minutes        Ms McEnroe (Minutes) 

Apologies: 

Mr Leeming 

Item Note Action 

1.  Welcome  –  Ms Campbell 
 
Ms Campbell welcomed the Council Members, stated the importance of their 
thoughts and opinions shared at School Council Meetings and distributed School 
Council badges. 
 
Ms Campbell introduced Zayd as Chair of the Meeting. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2.  Minutes of the Last Meeting (18/07/19) – Ms Campbell 
 
Ms Campbell stated that the last year’s School Council Members had suggested a 
School Council Assembly, at which Members of the School Council would present 
information about what they do and may be asked questions about the school, which 
they would have support in answering. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.  Q1. What is the food like in the school? – Zayd 
 
Lamar stated that the food could improve. Some of the children in her class complain 
about the condition of the food and are not satisfied with it. 
 
Zainab stated that she sees a lot of food waste. Some children do not like the food, 

 
 
 
 
 



e.g. when they see oil coming out of a burger. 
 
Rhian stated that there was wasted food, probably because children do not enjoy it, 
including the greasy burgers. 
 
Tasmin stated that some children throw food in the bin. 
 
Milo stated that waste food is a bad thing for people because it is bad for the Earth’s 
energy. 
 
Hnan stated that some people do care about the food, but want to go out and play, so 
they eat a little and throw the rest on the floor. 
 
Charlie stated that some children pretend to eat the food and push it to the end of 
their plate and then it gets thrown away. 
 
Isis stated that some people in her country do not have anything to eat. One of her 
friends did not want some of the food she had, so she shared it with another. 
 
Zayd stated that it is better to eat the food, because it is not good to be hungry in the 
classroom. 
 
Zainab asked why children eating school dinners could not sit next to children who 
bring packed lunches. Also, school dinners can sometimes taste different, possibly 
because it has been kept for some days. 
 
Lamar stated that children on school dinners could not sit with their friends on packed 
lunches. Also sometimes the same meals can be repeated. Mr Leeming had said, in an 
assembly some time ago, that the school would be changing the suppliers. 
 
Sienna stated that some people do not get healthy school dinners, they can get greasy 
burgers, for example. 
 

4.  Q2. Should the school change the school uniform? If so, what should it be like? 
 
Saray stated that she liked the school uniform. 
 
Tasnim stated that some schools introduce a school uniform so that the school would 
seem more like a home to the children. 
 
Rhian stated that she liked having the Melcombe logo on T-shirts and jumpers, but 
the uniform seems to produce bobbles which appear on her dress. 
 
Charlie stated that it was good to be able to vary the uniform for PE, but perhaps the 
uniform should not be the same across the whole school as it is hard to find items 
among similar ones when they get lost. 
 
Ms Campbell stated that a possible solution would be to use different boxes for lost 
property belonging to different classes. 
 
Rhian stated that some children wear long skirts or dresses due to their religion, but 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



her teacher had stated that the uniform had to be shorter skirts or trousers. The 
standards of the uniform could improve, standardising it so there are no grey areas. 
 
Ms Campbell stated that, as the school is based in a Victorian building with concrete 
stairs, wide trousers and long skirts are avoided so that accidents can be prevented. 
Some children have been badly hurt in accidents on the stairs. 
 
Milo stated that, if children were not wearing school uniform, people might think that 
they were not part of the school and were strangers. 
 
Hnan stated that she would rather the uniform was not changed as it is recognised 
outside the school and she is quite proud of the school uniform. 
 
Tamsin stated that, when on school trips, the school uniform lets adults know who 
you are and where you should go. 
 
Rhian stated that the T-shirts could be changed, but the cardigans and jumpers kept, 
so that others would know who the children are.  
 
Rhian asked why Melcombe children do not wear high visibility vests on school trips. 
 
Anastasios stated that he does not think the school uniform should be changed, as it 
would take a long time for all the families to replace all of the items. 
 
Ms Campbell stated that Melcombe did explore the idea of children wearing high 
visibility vests on school trips, but children from many other schools also wear them, 
so it would actually be harder to see the children if they wore them. Also, the vests do 
not fit very easily without a coat. 
 
Day-Paul stated that he likes the uniform but does not like the logo because he feels it 
only represents black and white people and it should include mixed race. 
 
Lamar stated that the mosaic of the logo is in colour, but logo on the uniform is not. 
 
Ms Campbell stated that this is to do with how the logo is created for the uniform. 
 

 
 
 
 

5.  How is the behaviour in the playground? – Zayd 
 
Rhian stated that there are issues with the skipping ropes. Some children play with 
them, but some hit other children with them. Also people have been kicking the 
champ ball. People say these children will go to reflection, but they do not. 
 
Tamsin stated that some children throw balls over the gates then ask adults to fetch 
them for them and then they do it again. 
 
Zainab stated that people do not play champ properly and this causes trouble. An 
adult was told, but has not done anything about it. 
 
Ms Campbell stated that the games children will experience will depend on the 
people playing them. 
 

 



Zainab asked if children who do not behave could not be allowed to play. 
 
 
Ms Campbell stated that there is always a member of staff in Reflection who children 
can talk to, who can help or solve problems. 
 
Anastasios stated that a lot of other people play when it is not their turn to play 
football games. 
 
Ms Campbell stated that the adult on duty should be making sure that only those who 
are supposed to be playing football are playing it. 
 
Selma stated that some children are rude to each other and call each other names. 
 

6.  Are the teachers teaching their lessons well? – Zayd 
 
Day-Paul stated that they are, because if you are not understanding something, you 
can tell them, however some children get help and some do not. 
 
Ms Campbell stated that everyone is at a different learning level. Some children need 
more support with their work and also their behaviour. 
 
Hnan stated that some children get it wrong and it makes the class miss their 
playtime. 
 
Sienna stated that, when children have been too noisy, her class misses time from 
their playtime. 
 
Milo stated that it is important to have teachers and children would not know what to 
do if they did not come to school. 
 
Rhian stated that she felt what was said about favouritism was right and wrong. Rhain 
agreed that some children do get extra support, but some get extra help when they 
ask for it and some do not. Apart from this, the teaching is good and helps children 
understand what they are doing. 
 
Tamsin stated that her class could not go out as some had misbehaved. Some children 
got angry and said rude words and were mean to the teacher. 
 

 

7.  Does the school need better resources in the playground? If so, what would they 
be? 
 
Lamar stated that she has seen climbing frames, monkey bars and swings in other 
schools. Break times can sometimes be boring. Children have got in trouble for being 
loud and had to stay in, but they had had nothing to do. 
 
Ms Campbell stated that the playground did not have a suitable surface for a climbing 
frame, also Fulham Football Club rents playground space at the school to use as 
parking space when there is a football match, which makes money for the school, 
some of which can be spent on equipment. 
 

 



Lamar stated that it would be good to have just one piece of equipment. 
 
Sienna stated that there should be basket balls and tennis racquets, but there are all 
gone. People have been kicking balls over the fence. 
 
Zainab stated that the two champ boxes should be nearer each other, as there is not 
enough space to play. The football pitch takes up too much space for playing. 
 
Zayd stated that sometimes the balls get kicked over the wall by accident. 
 

8.  How is the school running? – Zayd 
 
Tasmin stated that altogether the school was very good. Children are learning things 
that they did not know, however children run around and shout too much at break, 
when little children are learning. 
 
Sienna stated that it is good because children get to play and sit next to their friends, 
but some children, mostly boys, do not listed to their teachers.  
 
Day-Paul stated that he felt the school was running well and had good equipment, 
however at break and sometimes lunch, children can get into arguments or fights and 
get hurt. 
 
Ms Campbell stated that she had not seen this in the playground during every 
lunchtime, but agreed with Day-Paul in that some people do not behave fairly. 
 
Hnan stated that everything in the school works together well. When you make a 
mistake, you can always learn from it. 
 
Rhian stated that there are not as many fights are there used to be and things have 
improved. 
 
Milo stated that when the teacher blows the whistle for lining up, children should not 
run around and talk. 
 
Zainab stated that there should be both a boy and a girl toilet monitor, so that when 
two or three people go, they can check the toilets. 
 
Ms Campbell stated that toilet duty is a difficult duty to cover, as it is hard to ask 
people to do this duty. Children are not supposed to go in to the toilets as part of this 
duty. 
 
Zainab stated that when he did Target Maths, other groups knew more than his 
group. 
 
Ms Campbell stated that Zainab will know what the other group knows by the end, to 
ensure she is confident enough to understand the questions. 
 
Rhian stated that children cannot go where the fountain is in the playground because 
the class windows are open. 
 

 



Ms Campbell stated that some classes get hot and stuffy, which makes it hard for 
children to learn, so the school has to respect their right to have the window open. 
 
Lamar stated that toilet duty is a difficult job because lots of people just run past 
when you try to get their name and class. 
 
Ms Campbell stated that children may go in to the toilet if they are not running and 
their names should be taken on the way out. If children go in again, then their name 
must be taken again. 
 
Ms Campbell stated that two people were needed for toilet duty. 
 
Lamar stated that some boys peep their heads out of the toilets.  
 
Ms Campbell asked Lamar to speak to the Lunchtime Supervisor about this. 
 
Milo stated that last week someone went into the boys’ toilet and tried to put toilet 
paper down the sink and left the taps on and almost caused a flood. Kevin was just in 
time to stop the sink flooding. 
 
Ms Campbell stated that this is one of the reasons toilet monitors are so important. 
They keep a list of people who have been in the toilet. 
 
Arya asked why people feel like they want to make bad choices. 
 
Ms Campbell stated that she did not know but hopes to know one day. 
 
Anastasios stated that when the toilets are flooded, children want to go and see 
them. Teachers should say that children have to use another toilet. 
 

9.  Any other business: 
 
9.i Toilets 
Charlie asked if the toilets could be cleaned. 
 
Ms Campbell asked Council Members to ask everyone in the school to make sure the 
toilets are cleaned when they use them. The toilets are cleaned a number of times 
every day, but some children do abuse the toilets. 
 
Charlie stated that some people push toilet paper down the toilets. 
 
Ms Campbell stated that she would like to know who is doing this. 
 
 
9.ii Garden/Playground/Awareness of Younger Children 
Lamar stated that the older boys were going in the garden and being silly. Also, the 
shed shakes, it is not stable enough and the tables and chairs are broken. Also, there 
are tennis balls missing. 
 
Ms Campbell stated that she had seen tennis balls going over the wall and some may 
also go into pockets. 

 



 
Lamar stated that there are tennis racquets missing. 
 
Ms Campbell stated that new tennis racquets have been ordered. 
 
Milo stated that these have run out in the South Playground as well. 
 
Sienna stated that some people hurt themselves when running through doors or play-
fighting. 
 
Ms Campbell stated that older children must be very aware of younger children as 
they move around the school. 
 
Hnan stated that some children are playing tug of war. 
 
Lamar stated that some people swing on the branches and the top part of the tree 
shakes. 
 
Ms Campbell asked children not to shake the tree or swing on the tree. 
 
 
9.iii General Behaviour 
Zainab stated that when a teacher is talking to someone, children misbehave, or when 
no adult is in the classroom, people throw things. 
 
Anastasios stated that some people go to the toilets to have a chat. 
 
Tasmin stated that some children do not behave when a teacher leaves to go to a 
meeting. Another teacher comes in, but the children misbehave, write notes and 
throw rubbers. 
 
Ms Campbell stated that Melcombe used to use supply teachers, but they did not 
know the children or how teaching is done at the school. They used to ask the 
Teaching Assistants for help. Teaching Assistants now cover the lessons when 
teachers are not there, but some children will always take advantage. It would be 
good to know which classes are being disrespectful. 
 
Zayd stated that some children are disrespectful to the Head Boy and Head Girl. 
 

10.  Next School Council Meeting – Ms Campbell 
 
Ms Campbell stated that if children had any questions, they should write them down 
and put them under her door. 
 
Ms Campbell thanked Members of the School Council for their participation in the 
meeting and stated that there would be another meeting next half term. 
 

 

 


